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Introduction: 

A Bhajan is any type of  devotional song. It has no fixed form: it may be as simple as 

a mantra or kirtan or as sophisticated as the dhrupad orkriti with music based 

on classical ragas and talas. It is normally lyrical, expressing love for the Divine. The name, a 

cognate of bhakti, meaning religious devotion, suggests its importance to the bhakti 

movement that spread from the south of India throughout the entire subcontinent in the Moghul 

era. Khaijedi Bhajan is a typical cultural and traditional Bhajan song sung in various parts of 

Nepal. It is believed to have started in Satya Yuga (Ancient Ages) and is still in practice in many 

regions of Nepal. The Higher caste communities (Brahmin and Chhetris) perform this Bhajan. In 

this Bhajan, different stories of various gods and goddesses are sung beautifully. The Bhajan is 

called Khaijedi Bhajan because of the instrument used, the Khaijedi, which is made from goatôs 

leather attached to  a wooden ring. Its just smaller than Damphu, a musical instrument used by 

Tamang people. Different regions have different tunes and dances but the stories are similar. 

People singing this Bhajan also dance, performing as a group. Bhajane sing these songs during 

various festivals, special occasions and Pujas. 

Objectives of the Project: 

1. To preserve and promote this cultural Bhajan on TV and radio. 

2. To foster pride and appreciation in Nepalis for their cultural heritage. 

3. To create awareness among the young people and to encourage them to be more involved 

in their culture. 

4. To transfer this valuable cultural gift to the young generations. 

5. To prepare the final project proposal with an audio-visual for the US Ambassadoral fund 

Project 2012. 

6. To Promote Cultural Tourism in the village of Phoolbari. 
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Why this Project in Rotaract`s Initiation? 

Khaijedi Bhajan, which began in Satya Yuga and is still practiced  today in different part of 

Nepal especially by the Higher Caste communities in different ways and stories, is a cultural 

tradition that needs to be preserved. The community is losing the Bhajan and the day is very near 

when we will only find it in history books. Itôs in a critical situation and needs revival and youth 

involvement. Some old people in the village know the chorus but there is no single old man who 

can lead the team. The younger generation knows very little about this Bhajan. Most of them 

have some idea from different medias but they still don`t know that their granfdfather once sang 

these folk tunes. The Khaijedi Bhajan has similarly strong traditional values in the community as 

the jatras in the Newari and Tamang Communities.  

So, being the community club and a part of a responsible social team, Rotaractors are taking the 

first initiative for this project. Rotaractors are investing their funds and much valuable time to 

preserving and promoting this Bhajan. 

 

Cost of the Project: 

Title Rate*No. (Rs.) Cost (US $) Total Cost (US $) 

Bhajan Group Hire 5*20 100 100 

Snacks 50 50 50 

Stationeries/Prints/Banners 10 10 10 

TV/Medias 20 20 20 

Extras/Follow Ups 10 10 10 

  Total 190 

 1 US $= Rs. 88 

 

 

 



Time Frame: 

This program was organised on 14th November, 2012 on the 4th day of Tihar Deusi Tihar). 

Note: Community people gather during festivals so most of our activities will be organised 

during the festival times. 

Work Accomplished: 

After successful organisation of the project on the 4th day of Tihar(14th Nov 2012), we were 

able to make this a topic to discuss and think on among the villagers, young people and youths. 

One version of the program is already on air on Himalaya TV to bring awareness to the people 

about the Khaijedi Bhajan. 

Conclusion: 

We are losing information about the Khaijedi Bhajan folk dances and songs day by day. If we do 

not act now, we are going to lose it forever and our predecessors will only find it in the history 

books. There are many reasons behind this. Some may be generation gaps, political instability, 

modernisation, western exposures, etc. We are not only losing the Khaijedi Bhajan but also 

losing the most valuable gift our ancestors left for us. Its our identity to be a Nepali. So, Rotaract 

Clubs in Phoolbari and Rotary Community Corps (RCC) Simalchaur are initiating to organise 

this program to motivate the young generation to learn the Bhajan and to take part in the cultural 

activities. The project emphasizes transferring the acquired knowledge and skills from the elders 

to the children so the cultural chain in the community can continue. Also, the project encourages 

community people to organise similar programs and cultural shows time and again. This helps 

raise the awareness among the community and the young generation and shows them how rich 

they are in  culture and traditions. Also, this project will be a milestone for the culture 

preservation and promotion movement.   

(Please see the links below for the videos in Youtube for sample Khaijedi Bhajan) 

 

http://youtu.be/XyGxtlcHYXk 

http://youtu.be/XyGxtlcHYXk


 

Some Remarkable Pictures from the Project: 

 

 



Banner for the Project 

 

Bheti for the Khaijadi Team 

 

Khaijedi Instruments 



 

 

Khaijedi Instrument 

 

Khaijedi team performing the Bhajan 


